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The Gorman Platform.

The Democratic platform, or poliey, for
the campaign of 1000, proposed by ex-Sen.
ator GorMAN of Maryland, is, in accordance
with thet statesman's habit, o masterpiece
of nogation and noneommitiment, It is for
nothing by being for everything, this, in
Mr. GORMAN'S opinion, heing the only way
in which the Democraey can hide from the
antagonisms that woere fatal in 1804,

Let no plank of the Chicago platform,
gald Mr. GorMax, bravely, he left out,
Let no man repudiate his principles. Put
in every idea and sentiment entertained
within the borders of the Democracy. The
more, and the more contradictory, the
better. But put them all o carefully on
the samo level that no single one will
eateh the public eye, Let the Democratie
programme be as a blank poge on which
ean be found nothing at least repellant
to anti-Bryan Demoerats.  With that in
hand et us go for the Republicans,

This is a Democrat-for-harmonygonly’s
fdea of Democratic “harmony.” ly may
grate somewhat upon Col. BRYAN'S more
stalwart method of declaring his prineiples;
but what will Col. Bry AN say in comiplaint
i€ he gets the nomination?

sanctioned and reported by the House
Committee on  Interstate  and Foreign
Comumeres,

The Senate Canal bill and the House
Canal bill are now substantially the same
measure Barring a few slight verbal dif-
ferences of no slgniticance, they are identi-
cal oxoopt in these two particulars:

1. The Senate bill direets the Seeretary of
Wartoconstruet “such fortifications for the
defence of the eanal as will be required for the
v ecomveniionee and safoly of all vosaels desiring
the wae of the canal,” The House bill directs
the Scrotary of War to construct ‘' such
fortifications for defenee as will be required
for the safety and protection of said canal
and harbors.”

2. The Senate bill appropristes $110,-
000,000, or 80 mueh therof as may he
necessary, to be drawn from time to time
us the money shall e needed, The House
bill rllrm'”.\‘ appre pv'iu(«-;q unl.\' £10,000 000
at the start, but it authorizes the War De-
partment to enter into contracts for work
peeded for the construction und defence of
the canal, not to execed $140,000,000 in
the nggregate,

These two variations do not imply any
difference of general purpose as between
the caval promoters in the Scnate and those
in the House, They result simply from the
cireumstance that the Hepburn or House
measure s the later to be revised. The
Hepburn version is by n month more nearly
up todate than the Morgen version,

So furas one possesses any advantaze over
the other, the House bill, as our esteemed
contemporary  will poreeive, emphasiz s |
u little more elearly, in its provisions
regerding defeneo, the American intention
tooperate thecanal, in peace and war, under
ite oxclusive jurisdiction; and we beljeve
this feature will commend it=elf to the
Inter-Oeecm, which patriotically maintains
that the eanal must ba under American and
not European control,

\

Tea,
The Vieeroy of India, Lord Crrzos, i3
about to visit Assam, the largest of the tea-
growing regions in the British East Indies, |

Mr. GonMAaN's scheme is fortified by the
prestige of success in the Congress clection i
fn New York city in 1898 and in the Mary- |
land election for Governor in 1800, It is |
not probable that in 1900 the country at
large will be found to have sunk so low,

One or the Other Heretical,

to study the needs of its greatest industry, |
Tew culture is important only in a few
countries of Asia, and up to twenty vears
ago China produced nearly all the tea the
world consumed. Then Japan began to
copete with her, and, a Little later, tea
planting  was  vigorously developed in
A=sam, Bongal aud Ceylon,

These  British

'llyn\r\;inn\ s0o0on  out-

It was obvious whon Lhe caso ngainst the
Rev. Dr. MeGIrrerT was dismissed by the
New York Presbytery, with nothing more |
than a gentle admonition to him to discons |
tinue teaching ina Preshyterian theologiond
geminary doctrines contradictory to the
Westminster Confession, that the charges
would goonappeal tothe Genera! Assembly,
which meets at St. Louis noxt May. Such
an appeal has now been entered by the Rev,
Dr. BircH.

The Presbytery shoved aside the easein |
order to escape from the disagreca’la |
pnecessity of a heresy trial, but, of course, i

I

|
|

such an is<n - that rvaised by the tesch-
ings of Dr. MeCIFFERT cannot be avoidad
Either the Preshyterian Clinreh must try
the heretic or proceed forthwith to trans. |
form its confesslon of faith according to ius |
teachings. If it is not in sympathy with '
him it must repudiate his doetrines I.y‘
repudiating him. |
Logiecally and practically the 1;-~n.-r'|l‘
Assembly must treat him as it treated Dr. ’
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Brigas, unless meanwhile there has comn
over it a radical change in its doctrinal con-
wiction. It would forfeit public respect Ly
professing belief in a standard of faith
which it sufferad its ministers to deny in
thelr public teachings,

Perh"ps the time has come for Briggsizineg
the Westminster Confession. It cortainly
has come if the Presbyterian Church now
tolerates the method and views of Dr,
McGIFFERT, and if that is the case common
honesty requires that the General Assemhly
ehould plainly and frankly annouuce the
change 8o that all men may know of it

The plea that annoyance awl distress
would be caused by meeting this isne
squarely is an excuse for evading it which
can only be made by cowardice, The great
power which has heen exercised In this
country by the Presbyterian Churel in the
past has been due to its conragzeous fidelity
to conviction and bold avowal of honest
belief. The Westminster Confession hus
been one of the most notable influences in
the intellectual education of the nost stal-
wart minds of the American people, and its
overthrow now by teachings like those of
Dr. Bricas and Dr. McGIrerertr would
constitute an event of the greatost iapor-
tance In our religions history; but the
surrender, if made, ought to he made
openly and not by cowardly econnivance
with its enemies,

One or the other is herotical—either Dr.
McGIFFERT or the Westminster Confession,
and the question as to which it is must he
deeided by the brave minds of the Pres-
byterian Church.

The Two Canal Bills in the Senate and
House,

We observe that in discussing the Hep-
burn eanal bill the Chicago Inter-Ocean
is somewhat misled as to its exact relation
to the similar measure introduced in the
Senate by Senator SULLIVAN of Missiasippi.
Our esteemed contemporary remarks:

*The Sonate DIl requosts or {nstructs the Prest.
dent to negotiate with Gireat lritain for the abrogas
tion or modileation of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty 8o
@8 to enable the Unitad States tv own, construct,
maintain, and operate nnder {ts exclusiva jurisdi.
tion A eanal acrosa the fsthmus. The Bonate oM.
cially recognizes that the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty is
in force., Why this diterence between the Senate
and Heppuex of lowa? Simply beeause the Senate
im in earnest in its efforts to secure the comstruction
of a canal under Governinent control, and Hrpsvny
of Iowa i not,

**The course recommended by the Benate contem-
platen the amendment of the Hayv-Pauncetote Treaty
and the comstruction of an American canal. The
course recommended by Hrppuay of lowa contem-
plates the rej ction of any new treaty, and the de.
feat of any measure for the construction of an
American canal.”

As originally introduced about the middle
of December last, the Senate bill did instruct
the President to negotlate with Great Brit-
ain for the abrogation or moditication of the
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty “to such extent a8
toenablethe United States to own construct,
maintain, and operate under its exclusive
jurisdiction a canal across the isthmus.”
That {8 probably what the Inter-Ocean has
in mind. The Sullivan bill, however, went
to the Senate Committee on Interoceanio
Canals, and, on January 16, was reported
baek from that Committes by Mr. MoRraGAN,
with the provision in question stricken ont,
and other Important changes made in the
text of the measure,

This amended Sullivan bill, without the
provigion for negotiation to abrogate or
modify the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, I8 the
Canal bill now before the Senate. It is the
bill sanctioned and reported by the Senate
Committee on Interoceanic Canals, just as

{ steipped Japan and steadily gained npon

| Indies,

| China

Iheir neroage has more than doubled
withintwenty years and the export business
as arown by leaps aud bounds, while toat

of China has deerecased, chiefly heeause
Great Britain and her colonies have with-
| drawn over two-thirds of their tea trade

from China and given it to the British E st
Greater skill and better machinery |
for preparing the leaf placed the teas of |
India and Coylon in the front of the mar-
and in 1506 China, the native home of
he tea plant, saw her rivals sell 208,000,. |
000 pounds of tea, while her own exports |
were 220,000,000 pounds,

Vast

i

numbers of toa drinkers prefer |
East Indies teas, The |
United States and Russia are still faithful
grower. China is awakening
to the necd of doing something to recover
at least a part of what she has lost, and o
in the past ‘wo vears she has brought a
considerable amount of machinery to Fu.
and  the adoption of
new meothods of earing,

The tea standavds established under our
law of 1897 have also had the effeet to fne
prove the quality of the teas cent to this |
country, where some millions of pounds
wore rofected soon after the law becane
operative, China needs only to keep abreast

tea to tne

to the older

chow and elsewher

of the times to compete succeessfully with
India and Coylon; but the fact that a Vieo.
roy of Indin, for the first time, will visit
Assam in the interest of the tea erop is one
among many evidences that competition
in the trade is fierce indeed,

The New Army Bill,

The bill which Secretary Root has pree
parad to inerease the efliviency of the Army
proposes changes in the Aroty which im-
partini ana intelligent students of our
military establishiment must approve,

In the first place, the President s
emmpowersd Lo retire any permanent head
of a stafl department, and, by and with the
advice of the Senate, to appoint his sucees-
sor from the Army at large; any head of
a staff department retired while holding
that post to have the retired rank and
pay of the grade held when vetived,
Vacancies in the Adjutant-General's and

the Inspector-General’s departments are
to be fllled for terms of four years
by officers detailed from the line, see

leetions to be made by boards of three
officers on duty in the department in
which a vacaney exists for reason of
gervice record,  Officers thus detailed are
to have the rank and pay of the nest
higher grade than that actually held by
them,  After four years oflicers detailed
to these departments may be returned to
any branch of the service, and must serve
one vear in the line before they can be
detailad again to a staff department, If
not redetailed after one year, they are to
return o the arm in which they are com-
missioned,

Officers detailad in the same wayv to
the other staff departments—the Quar-
termaster's, the Subsistenea Departiment,
the Ordnance Department, the Signal
Corps—after four years are to return to
the arm from which they were detailed,
and shall net be eligible to detail to tha
staff fora year. The difference hetween the
treatment of officers detailed to the two
exeoutive departments and that of officers
detailed to what may be called the supply
departments is due to an intention to
educate  the offfieers of the Adjutant-
General's and Inspector-General's departs
ments in all branches of the service, thus
fitting them for performing the duties of
Chiefs of Staff in war.

Officers now In the staff departments are
to be promotad according to senjority; all
officers of those departments below the
rank of Lirutenant-Colonel holding perma-
nent appointments are to serve one year in
five in the lina, without vacating their staff
commissions.  When the number of officers
detailed to the staff equals the number
authorized for duty in each department,
vacancies caused by details to the staff are
to be tilled by officers returning from tours
of stafl duty. By these provisions the
stafls are wade more floxible; and so,
it may be added, is the line, The eustom
which exists of leaving one regiment half
destitute of officers, while anot her hasevery
posat filled, simply because an ofMcer has
been commissioned in a particular regi-
ment, will go out of favor, and officera will
be sentwhere their services are needed. It
may also be supposed that the Inspector- |

the amended Hepburn bill is now the bill !

General's Department will be united with

'
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the Adjutant-General's, and the Bubsistence {

[ ganization.

with the Quartermaster's Department.
The second of the most important pro-
visions nbolighes the present regimental

THE SUN, SATURDAY, FEB

organization in the artillery, and reorgan- |

lzes that arm as a Corps of Artillery, with |

a Colonel as Chiof of Artillery, and with the
battery as the tactleal unit, the size of the

battory of coast artillery depending on the |

needs of ench post garrisoned, and the in-
cerease in the number of artillerymen to be
gradual and at the expense of the infantry
and cavalry arms.

An important provision direets that one
out of every three promotions to the grades

of Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel and Major |

ghall be by seleet.on for merit, thus holding
out to junior offleers the prospect of speedy
reward for meritorious serviees,

The bill is adaptod to fit any sized army,
needing little change if Congress should in-
crease or oven diminish the Army. It is
adapted admirably to fulfil the purposes
outlined by Sceretary Roor in
report: to secure a reasonable
tunity for selection in line promotion,
to make the staff floxible and break
up its exeessive burcaucratic tendencles,
end to give the artillery a modern or-
These alms are reached hy
the bill with such jealous safeguarding
of existing rights of staff oMecrs that it
should axeite little opposition in Congress,
and should soon breome a law,

n;llmr-

Revolution in larvard Life.

A remarkable change brought about in
the last half dozon years in the college life
ot Havvavd, one that romoves many bonds
of intersst between the prosent and the
future graduates of the eollege, s an-
nounced by Prof. LeBaroN  RUSSELL
Butgas, Dean of Harvard College, in his
annual report to the Preesdent of that
institution. The Colleze Yard has ecased
to be the contre of undergraduate  life,
which has beon trans®erred to an inferior
part of the city in and about Mount Au-
Lurn street,” Save for on oceasional visit,
by invitation, to the Dean, or, it may hap-
pen, for a recitation, the great body of
Harvard students has no longor any oeca-
gion to visit the Ol Quadrangle.  Dean
Brigas accepts the change with stoical
submission to the inevitable, bnt cannot
help sighing: “ All this, though it has comoe
to pass naturally, causes regret to those
wito remeniber when a room in Holworthy
was the zoal of an undergraduate’s ambi-
tion and the Yard was all in all.” His state-
ment of the existing conditions and their
Cat-es 18 Aas follows:

“Now that most of onr stndents must live outside
the Yard, the esllcze dormit ries have lost in part
the hold they once had on the undergralnate s
affection. Thus there has come about a growing
competiti n bhatween onllege lmiliings an 1 laxurious
private dormitories, A competition winch even ovur
new Lathirooms, a belated tribute to modern civiliza-
tion, have failed to check. I'wo huildings outside
the Yar!, Conant Hall and Holyoke House, are not
nearly fall, sud {the 011 Qualrangle, though ita
rooms« are illed, has sufferel from the withdrawal of

| mueh that need to helong to it when it was the

sckuowledged contre of undergraduate lLife, The
richer and mors fashionabic stulents tlock to an
infer.nc part of the city, in and about Mount Auburn
stract, This region, becanse cheap and acerssible,

which th: new
. 0

Yias beeame a neat of cliubhonses,
private dormitories are conventently near
The more healthful and attractive parts of the ciy
are now looked upon as neer places for a stulent of
soial em nence to lve in "’

To all but the latest of Harvard graduates
the Dean's statement will be startling and
unpleasunt news,  Liviogat adistance from
Cambridge, they have heard, to he sure,
that many new private dormitories Lhave
heen erected and thoy have heard tales, too,
of the sumptuons manner in which some of
these nro fitted,
ticed a marked digsproportion between theire
Tegre hille and their own,

some, doubitless, have no-

SON& o
aleon all thisas
the university and the in.
cerease in wealth, They hald no idea
that their sons looked on the old buildings
and theold eltos in the Yordas mere historio
curiosities,  When they have
visited Havvard atcommoneoment time it is
to the Yard they have gone at onee, and
where their interest an ! lvgs were strong
enough, it is the new millings
sgtretehing far to the nortl, that they hawve
in»wwtm! Even if they have noticed tajl
buildings in the direction of the Charlis
River, they have supposed thew part of the
metamorphosis of Canbeidge from a subur-
ban town into a city. Tha the heart of the
college lay there, in that outer dariness of
tenement housesand ear shops of theirday,
they certainly did not suspeet,

The competition  with  private
tories, in the intense form it has taken of
late at least, is a new problem for the Har-
vard :‘urpnru(inl). Suel dormiteries
existed for many vears past, It until six
vears ago the conveniences supplind in
them were only just enough superior to
those provided in the best college buildinzs
to attract fastidions men or auch as were
disappointed in ohtaining rooms in
Yard, To modern improvements in haild-
ings the Harvard Corporation has evorhoon
averse, partly through cong rvatisim, bhut
partly also through an academic regard for
Spartan simplicity. When President Frior
came into offlee thirty yvears ago, for in-
stance, though the carpets on the floor and
the cushions in the window seats might have
geemed efeminate lusury to earlier rradn-
ates, the “richer and more fashionable ™
senfors in Holworthy, as well as their less
favored comrades in the other buillings,
tramped up and down their four lights of
stairs with coal seuttle and water pail, and
chums learned those habits of mutual con-
eogsion on which all domestie Lappiness is
built: in settling which should got up first
to light the fire. ‘There was a lot of good
and of fun in the life, and though he may
have grumbled at the time, no old graduate
looks back on it with aught but pleas-
ure. It was twenty years after Presi-
dent Epnior's accession when the most
necessary sanitary appliances were first pro.
vided for Hollis and Stoughton Halls, and
now, after thirty years, though an ecarnest
advoeate of frequent bathing and repro-
bator of student negligence in that regard,
the Prosident announces anotherconeession
to luxury in this regretinl strain:

"The deficit 'is, caused by the hiavy co t of put-
ting bathrooms into all the dormitories in the
College Yard and intn Collega Houpe * + »

"IA certain eollege fund hax really been paid out
for improvements in the publie dormitories at Cam-
bridge, improve ments whick the rising scale of ¢ome

fort in the community at large has compelled the
corporation to adopt "

When even the Dean of Harvard College
in an offictal report ean poke fun at the cor-
porafion’s bathrooms as “ 4 helated tribute
to modern eivilization.” it s not to be wone
derad if the student, who Is acenstomed to
some home comforts should elose his heart
to sentiment and invest hia money where
he ean obtain some ad; quate return.

Six vears ago the Arcadian simplicity of
Cambridge was invaded by aggressive s})--o-
ulators.  From a world where eleotricity
and elevators and steam heat and hot and
cold water and efficiont garvice and private
bathrooms were Known they swooped down
on & uaphtha-lighied Harvard that still

have t
the expans’on of
have

themsn!lyes

collegae

dormi-

have

his annual |

But they |
the necessary result of |

the |

| INg.
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trusted to the goody's cleansing broom.
They put up one skyscraper after an-
other, built, not after college plans, but
aftorthose of modern city apartment houses.
More than twenty of these are named
now in the college catalogue, and some
of the buildings ave fully as large as any
collego hall, They studied the tastes of the
tenants they wished to secure befora build-
ing. They used business methods in at-
tracting customers, with the result that
sentiment, a wenkness distinetly diseour-
agod by the eollege authorities, has yielded
in the eass of the students to the rational
desire for comforts which they have been
brought up to look upon as the common
acoessories of elvilized life,

Harvard College, therefore, finds some of
it& rooms untenanted, and is likely to find
still more unocenpied in the futnre,  Presi-
dent Ertor says, philosophically: *Just at
present thore is an oversupply of students’
rooms in the noighborhood of the univer-
sity, the building of private dormitorics
having been somewhat overdone,”  The
difficulty may be temporary, and it is to be
hoped that it is, but the chanees seem to be
agalnst the proponderance of the college
dormitories,  The Havvard Corporation
will have to wake up to the exigencies of
modern  life in living  accommodations,
It must make a vigorous ficht to win baik
the undergradoates’ uffeetions to the Yard.
Harvard without the Yard would be as
salt thut hath lost its savor,

The Red Cont and the Sword,

The historie 1ed coat of the British sol-
dier, except for dress parade purposes,
must go,  So must the sword of the British
infantry ofMleer, Such appears to be the
verdict of the ablest military erties now
witeliing the eontest in South Afriea at the
siat of war,

“It is absard,! cavs the Cape Town cor-
responcdent of the Lond m Times, *that our
soldiers and volunteers shouid wear a nni-
form which is useless for the |t||rxu|.\'o'9~'uf
war in England or Franee fust as much
as in South Afriea.”  The dingy khaki
uniform prinecipally worn by the British
troops now on service in the war with
the Transvail Republic  furnishes  the
desired invisibility at long rifle range
better  than anything which  has  yet
been devised; but it has proved to be
extremely important that it shonld not be
ornamented by bright buttons or any shin-
ing metallic object, whose gleam in the
sonth African sunshine will enable the
Boer \!l.‘ll']hhm iter to deteet the presence of
a foe who otherwise would remain unsecn,

While condemning the red cout and prais-
ing khiaki, the eritics to whom we refer do
not despair of preserving variety and at-
tractiveness in military uniforms.  * There
would be the least difficulty,” says
the writer from whom we have already
quoted, “in devising a large variety
of smart uniforms, practically as in-
visible 28 khaki at any distance over
200 yvards,  All that is necessary is that
cortain elomentary optical rules regarding
the blending of colors should be observed
and that no separate pateh of bright colors
should exceed a eertain =ize.” It seems,
however, that certain colors commonly re.
warded as inconspicuous have been fatally
attractive to the Boer riflomen; and that
this is partieularly true of the dark green
kilt worn by the Highlanders in some of
the earlior engagements,

The abolition of the infantry offieer's
sword and the substitution of a rifle there-
for are likewise demanded by the practieal
exporience of the British military forces in
South Africa up to the present time of writ-
Indeed, the fieldglazs i= coming to be
rogarded as more important to such offleers
than any weapon which can be placed in
their hands,

But the red
cogt and the sword are not the only ones
being taught by thecontest in South Africa,
The fawons “Jous P. RopiNson, he' was
of the that “they didn't know
everythin’ in Judee.” Some people
are beginning torealize that thoreare things
about war which are not perfeetly under-
stool in England. A glimmering notion
of the uoofulness of mounted infantry is
observable: and then, too, doubt seems to
have arisen as to the value of the field day
and manoeavrees in which the
British soldier has been trained so mineh at
home, Read this from the diary of another
London Times covrespondent at Sterkstrom,
with Gen, GATACRE'S division:

not

these lessons conecerning

u;x]n'nn
down

exereises

“Field day this morning. 1 devon'ly hope that
the men will not be similarly handled in actual
fizhting  No regard whatever for ground; shiut eves,
put the head down, and go straight like 2 bull at s
vate, but in snch loose order that the gate wonld
probubly survive the shock

Live and learn, was the old motto, It
govins to be die and learn, with the British
in South Afriea,

The Populist National Committee had a
moment of muoiestic wisdom when it chose
sioux Falls as the site of the Populist National
Convention, The capital of the Hon Ricuakp
PransrIy PEITIGREW Is the likeliest spot in
the world for an assembly of Populist
thinkers

The Philadelphia guarantora of the $100 .
0o eonvention fand (still $55,000 “shy") held a
atirring meeting on WasminatTox's Birthday to
reassure  the Republiean National Committce
of their determination to raisa the halonea
atill due bofore the date of the June conven.
tion. Thesa were the four most exciting
episndes of the meeting as deseribed loeally

First~The statement by Mayor ASHBRIDGE
that unless the guarantee fund is forthcoming
the Republiean National Cenvention would bae
held at the Madison Sqguare Garden, New
York

Second—Sharp eriticiams by the Mayor of the
wonl-trade men and those engnged in the iron
trado in Philadelphia who, with one or two
notable exceptions, had not responded to ap.
pea's for money with sufficlent genorosity.

Third=The announcement that the commit.
tea had never obtalned the consent of the
Philadelphia museums, the Franklin Institute
and the stoekholders for the use of the Expo-
sitlon Auditorium for the convention ha!l

Fourth—The Indorsement by Jacon SFEDS
and his assoeintes of tha Finanee Committes of
the project of amalgamating—a Philadelphia
iWdiom=the Citizens’ Committee with the May.
or's Committee in aid of the belated balance of
the guarantes,

The plana for the necessary alteration of the
Exposition Auditorlum, which are to cost
$25,000, have, by some inndvertence, not yet
been authorized officlally, and the use of the
nall to make such alterations appears to be
withheld by the directors of the bullding. As
it is intended to seat 14,700 persons, a majority
of whom may otherwise be compelled either to
atand up or to bring portable campstonls, this
neglect s aserious breach of precaution and
should engage the immeodiate attention of the
guarantora, The chief delay, however, is with
the contributors, who are very backward in
coming forward—according to New York, Boa-
ton, Chicago, San Francisco and St, Louis
schedule. The Philadelphians describe pay-
menpts of subseriptions as " money rolling in.”
$0,554,50 has rolled in during the past four
weaks, $14,480 rolled In on Thursday, and
there are expectations of several thousand
dollars mor.,

It is esseatt L Pailadelphia enthusiasts geed

24, 1900.

ones more to be reminded, that $55,000 should
“roll in " betore June 1, or the convention will
come to Now York.

The Texas Legislature succeeded in ad-
journing without squeezing the plutoorats,
Ita dream and {ts hope of taxation were not |
made facts,  Consequently It deserved well of
the State, It talked enrnestly for thirty doys
and did not much of anything: a record of
which any Legislature might be proud,

The whole anti-imperialist movement is
scen and summarizad In this aceount of tha
rending by Doston school children of eertaln
essays for which prizea had been offerad by
Ariixson, Bravroxn, Ganrrsos and the three
or four other Massachusetts anti-imperial-
fgts: l
Y Their papers were heartily applandod by the few |

|
|
l

people present.’

Tha few people prosent heartily applanded
ono nnother: that is the true efMgy of anti-
imperialist meetings.

The  Democrat.e  National Committes
wishes to be regardod as a =erious hody, but
it jostw intentionally in its enll. Itinvites "all
Democratie conservative reform cltizens™ to
Jjoin the Bryan show, A rewmarkably neat
pieee of humor,

IN sorrn AFRICA,

There seems to be aomo exaggeration in the
deseriptions that have been coming in during
the last twenty-four hours of the attack and
defence of the position taken up by Geon,
Cronje on the road to Bleeamfontein, now
stated to he in the vieinity of Poatrusberg. a
plac: abont  flve miles ecast of Paarde-
berg and  forty.coven miles from Ploem-
fontein. It would appear to Le humanly
impossible  that the K000 men, more
or less, sall ta he with Gen. Cronie, eooped
up in a small area, should he able to withstand
the ire deseribed aa being poured into them
by the British artil'ery at short range.  Either
the 8000 men have resolved to offer them-
gelves as g saeriflee to erable the forces hurs
ryving upfrom the south and other directions to
econecentrate on the new line of de'ence, wher.
ov r that mav be, or there are nothing like
Ko mon with Gen, Cronte, nnd those that are
havee been able to construet sueh intrenche
ments that the Britiah artillery fire is compare
at'vely innocuous,

There is. however, a notahle diserepancy in
the despatehes roceived deseribing the loeallty
of the fignting. The first despatch in yestor-
day’s SUN spatks of the British having com-
pletely surrounded the retreating Roers at
Kondoes Rand Drift, which is north o' Paar-
deberg: while a Cape Town deapateh dated a
day earller sava that Tre Sux correspondent
learns that Gen.Cronje fe surrounded at Petrus.
horg, forty miles east of Jacobsdal, and soma
diatanco south of the Molder. Leaving these
divergencies to be explained lateron, it is evi-
dent that whatever the nnumber of Boers may
he who have arrostad tha British advance to
Bloamfontein, they are making a fight which
extorts the admiration even of their enemies

The repor's of the movements of both the
British and Boers in the neighborhoods of
Starmberg and Coleshorg, attest that the Boers
have already Legun their mareh northward
It is, however, to be noted, that nothing has
been heard of Gen. Prinsloo, whose command
was [ast epoken of as heing at Koftytontein, on
the south bank of the Riet River, after it had
intarcepted tien. Franeh's roar guard and eap-
tured several thousand eattle and some 200
wagons, Of jts strength, nothing was known,
but it seems to have been sufficient to
prevent (ven. French risking the object of his
march, by halting to engage it. It has bean
stated, but on what authority is not said, that
the Boers were taking up positions behind

a stream in front of Bloemfontein about
twenty miles, the left resting on a large
kopjo covered by a number of smaller

oncs, ite centra being at Aasvogel Kop just
rorth of the roal into Bloamfontein, and
the right coverald by the angle formed by thia
stream and the Modder. On the other hand,
despatehes from Lorenzo Marques say that ra-
mors are persistent that the capital of the
Froe Stata was heing moved from Bloemton-
tein to Winburg, north of tha Vet River, which
has alieady been designated as the firat jine of
detenes fn the northern part of the Free State
among the hills,

With regard tothe operations in Natal, both
the British and Boer reports agree in saying
that Gien, Puller’s progress is slow, and both
gldos wereemploving thelrartillery vigorously,
One British battalion suffored a loss of 125 offi-
ecers and men killed, wonnded and missing in
the flghting op Tueslay and Wednsaday, The
impression at the British headquarters, how-
evor, appeared to be that the Doer resistance
wias to cover the retreat of their entires army.

On the who!e the sftuation i1s very obseuro
forthe moment, the most remarkable feature
in it being. of course, the resistance of Gen.
Cronge. Gon. Proneh with his mounted division,
variously estimated at from ten to twelve
thonsand, is said to ba holding o any redn-
forcoments trying to open a retreat for the
hard-pressed General. The first foree that ap-
pears | was casily seattered, being com posed of
only 500 men, with Gen. Botha from Natal,
but the contingents that should have concen-
trated about Bloemfontein by now must num-
ber acveral thonsands,

A late and intercsting despatech from the
Boer side conflrms tha surmise that the
earlier reports  about  Gen, Crorje and
his Adesperate position wore exaggeratod,
The Doer offiial  account now  showas
that they were  rumors without serious
foundation, and that what has been described
as the princiyal action in what has been pass.

ing was in reality only an ineident. The
Door losses in the several fights that
have taken place are reported to be

trifling, while the British assault of the Boer
intrenchments at Petrusberg is said to have
becn repulsed with heavy loss. It is evident
that the Boer resistance {8 more formidable
than expected or reported from the British
e,

Consuamption.

To tne Forror or THE BUx—Sir: Boma recent
communications in THr 8UN in regard to the cure
of consnmption have urged me to lring to notice
the Kalston Health Cinb of Washington, D. C,, and
its publications. The natura! e which they sug-
gent hs proved wholly effecidvo on my lungs, which
were in bad condition It consists maiply in pepr
sistently supplying them with au abundance of air;
and esp clally in blowing through a short piece of
pipe stemn to open up the undeveloped celle which
exist in matscs and can take the place of those caten
up by germa. In extreme cases the blowing must
be very gentle at first, (ireat care to avold draughts
aud damyp feet ia essential, and nutritious food is &
powerful ald, The process seemn as simple s 114
washing in the Jordan to Naaman the 8yrian, but it
{8 completely effective fu the end if faithfully prac-
tisnd month after month. HHBH

FEs. 17,

The Briton All Right,

Torue Foiton o Tug 8tUs—Sir: Please permit me
to remark that a vary great many Americain news
papors worry about what is going to become of
Great Britain. Now give the Briton time he will
come ont all right at the finish and will have some-
thing to say later, Eranrain Rioq,

Geamantows, Pa,, Feb. 21.

The Late Daily Means,

To tar Eprron or Tne Sux—Sir: The funersl of
Dally Meaus occurred Iast Saturday in Madison,
Ind. F. THOMAS,

New Yors, Feb. 21.

A Lost Tribe?

To tae Forron or Tae Sox—§r: During the
Crimean War the Rrit'sh ralssd a German legion,
They never got nearer the front than Malta, ang
when peace waa declared all who wished—a largy
majority—were sent to the Caps of Good Hope ay o
wort of Cossack colony on the frontlers, getsin, .
stead of torty acres and a mule, all tho'l.nd ‘lll:y
wanted and some stock an< agricultural iinplementy
to atart with, on the understanding that they were
to stand oft Zulus or oiher objectionable people
when required,

What_has become of the descendanta of
men?! Have they become Boers, or are they oy
Afrikanders’ 1u all this Bouth African L].
baven't seen a syllable about thintribe of thy laey
of the Hessians. Ls it & lost tribe? Mizs,

»

ART NOTKS,

A collection of two acore pletures and studios
in pastel by Everatt Bhinn Is on exhibition In
one of the gallerles of Boussod, Valadon & Co,,

303 Fifth avenue, and will remain thero until |

March 10, They show considerable dash and
cleverness in handiing but do not possuss vory
serious qualities of form. The deawings de-
pleting erowila of poop's, such as “"Shovpers,
Twenty-third street,” No. 38, are among the
beat of the lot, for in these not much more than
sugeestion I8 attempted and the artiet {s happy
with the placing of his co'or tints and blacks,
unhampered by diffieulties of line. There nre
various steact scenes and views in New York
squares which are not uninteresting, but the
drawing of bulldings is invariably shaky.
While it ia much to Mr. Shinn's credit that hoe
18 able to avpreciate the pleturesquencss of
the subjects of this character to be found right
here at home he might with profit study the
work in similar flelds by de Nittis and aven
that of RafMaclli. “Blockade at the Ferry 8lip,”
No. 17, with un effect of anow, comes abont as
near to boing entirely successful as any of
these atrcot seenos, but, in the collection asn
whole, there (s a lack of sincerity and a delight
in trashy mothods that augur {1l for solid
progreas in the future.

Five portrait studies, or sketehes, form a lit-
tle group on one side of the gallery and have a
superficial sort of value. Thn pleture of Mr.
Clyde Fiteh (No. 5.) 18 not a good likeness
either in face or in figure, but the books and
tuble whieh form the brekground are cleverly
indicated and very pretty incolor, Of three
portraits in costume of Miss Julia Marowe,
perhas the one as Viola is the most satisfying.
Tho fifth portrait is of Miss Elsie da Wolle, and
s not unattractive in general uspect,

The Amer.can Art Assoclation announces
the forthcoming exhibition and sale of a valu-
alle collection of paintings by eminent old
masters of the English, French, Duteh, Flem-
{sh and Ital.an sehoo's, placed in their hands
by Eugene Fischot of Parisand T. J. Blakes-
lee of this etty. The exhibition will begin at
the assoclation's galleries in Madison Square
on Monday. Mareh 5, and tho first of the two
nixhts' sales at Chickering Hall will be on
Friday, March 0.

The annual meeting of the Council of the
Fine Arts Faderation of New York will be held
at the Natiwonal Arts Club, 37 West Thirty-
fourth street, on Thursday evening, March 10,
The ticket for oMcers to be elected has been
placed in nowmination and names Frederick
Crowninshield (mural painter) for President;
Herbert Adama, N. A, (sculptor), for Vice-
President; and Henry Rutgers Marshall (archi-
tect) for Secretary and Treasurer.

The Boston Art Students’ Association for its
annual loan exhibition will this year show the
R. Hall MeCormink colleetion of paintings and
will open the exhibition with a reception at
Copley Hall on Monday evening, March 5.
These pletures belong in Chicage and consist,
wa belleve. in laren part of examples of tha
early English sehool. Mr. Holker Abbots [s, as
usual, at the head of the Exhibition Commit-
tee, which ineludes in its l{st of members sev-
ernl well-known ladies and Boston painters
aud amatours.

Canals-in Canada and the United States.

To tae Eprror or THE Sux—Sir: In a
speech dalivered in Toronto a few days ago.
the Hon. Israel I. Tarte, Canadinn Minister of
Public Works, declared that he was improving
the harbors of Fort Willlam, Owen Sound,
Callingwood, Midland, Parry Sound, Port Cal-

borne, Toronto and Kingston for the purpose
of viverting Western trafic from American
ports to the 8t. Lawrence route, and that a re-
sult satisfactors to Canada is assure!,

In the speach from the throne at the opening
of the Canadian Parliament the Governor-Gen-
eral congratulated the country "Lecause the
enlargement of the canals would divert a large
traffic from Arierican ports to tidewater at
Montreal.” On Wednesday last, the followin
resolution was moved in the Commons o
Canada, “Resolved that in the opinion of this
Housa the time has arrived when a fixed and
definite line of action shonid be undertaken on
the question of the transportativn of grain
and other commodities of the Northweatern
territorfes, Munitoba and the Western States
with a view to centring the same to tha
reatest possible ertent in Canadian channels.”
'he above are offielal declarations, and not tha
speculative utterances of dreamers. Further
comment 8 unnecessary. We must meet
Canadian comyatition or lose our eéxport trade
in graln and provisions. We have no time or
monay to waste in barge canals, 34 miles
loug, 2osting $62,000,000, (.

One Man's Innocent Bystander Experience,
From th- Warkirg'on Post,

“I will tell you a atory about A man who has

stondy Job as_an innocent bystander,” said

harles Hart of Louisville,

“Do you remember the Chicago drummer
who had his leg broken in the crush when
Dave Colson did his shooting at Frapkfort a
few weekaagzo? [ forget his name, Justtwo
veurs to a week this same drummer happenad
to be around when a uhnmlnaz took place. A
stray buliet ent through the fleahy part of his
thigh. He was laid up for some time. His
wifa took A great dislike to the place and made
him promise that he would never let business
earry him there again. He kept away from
the place until the time of the shooting.

“He had a little buainess there, and thought
he would sneak over and not let his wife know.

He had not been in Frankfort two hours until
he was gtanding In the hotel when the ghoot-
ing tonk plnece, He had hia leg broken by be.
ing t 'rown down in the crush of those trying
to get out of range. One of the men who was
killed fell on him and broke two of his ribs,”

The Trune Newyorkfulness,

They may talk about their rolling fields
Aud aweeps of meadow green,

And lowing herds and babbling brooks
To liven np the scene;

Of forest depths and boasky dells
And swaet serenity,

But what I see in Central Park
1s good enough for me.

They may talk about their sountry girls,
Pink cheeked and plump and round,

As innocent as little lamts,
In pratty muslin gowned,

And willing to be kissed, forsooth,
When they are fancy free:

But jNst the same the New York girls
Are good enongh for me,

They mav talk about their Sabbath bells
That call to elurch and prayer;

And softly tinkling cow bells that
Make music in the air,

And dinner bells that make the noons
A time of melody,

But #till the New York street car gongs
Are zood eaough for me.

They may talk about their thunders loud,
That rend the ro k-ribbed hills;

Of roaring storms and howling blasts
That put their noisy frills

On Naturein a thousand forms
And make her silence flee,

But still the Flevated trains
Are good enough for me,

They may talk about their shady Janes
That lead throuzh lovely vales;

Abont their turipikes, smooth and white,
Like orooked silver traila;

And of their lovers’ path that wind
Down to s restful sea,

But just the same the Bpecdway s
Quite good enough for me

They may talk about their villa sites
Where Natiure has endowed

The earth with richness, and the views
Would make a painter proud;

Where monntains kiss the flaecy eclonda
And valleys kine the ses,

But just the sam« F.fth avenue
In wood enough for me.

They may talk about their country afr,
And how {ts aweat perfumea

Is gathered from the fresh ploughed fields
And from the rosea’ bloom;

And how each fragrant breath combines
In perfect purity,

But juat the same tha New York amell
18 good enongh for me

They may talk abouttheir sorgs of hirda
That wake the mornnza'r,
And in s cholr of cons nsuce
Rise jovons evaryw'ior:,
To mest the nawly risen ann
With welcome minatrelsy,
But still the Now York newshoya' yell
In good enough tor me

In other words I do notcare
What other things may be,
The things we've got hero in New York
Are good enough for me.
W.J, Lanrron,

B

A FREE MAIKET FOR PUERTO RICO

Reasons Why Congress Ought to Be
Ashamed to Shut the Door,

To tne Enrror o¥ Tire Bun=~Sir: When the

Prosidont of tha United States proclaimed that

| 1t was our plain duty to throw down the trade

barrier betwoen the American island of Puearto
Rico and the United States, the statoment was
8o thoroughly in accord with the eternal fite
ness of things thut to question it seemed

absurd,

Tk Sux, whichso nlmost universally strikes
the right American keynote as to be easily the
most influential and the truest exponent of &
wise and Just public opinion, indorsed the
President’s views heartily, and aequiescence 1o
them by Congross scemed to be a matter of
Course,

There is no question that the consensus of
Congressional opinion, at the time the Proaie
dent's message appearsd, was o concurrence
with the Presilent's common-senso views,
But sinea then there have bean oceult foreos
at work, secretly canvassing for special inters
ests, fenoring the good sense and tho geneross
ity of fecling of the masses of the people,

Itis not the way of the typical American te
doa good tarn oran act of justice in a nige
gardly fashion. When he does anything for
another itis ina right royal manner, such as
warm4 the recipiént’s heart, and binds it with
hooks of steel to his just and generous friend
or benefactor,

What is true of the Ameriean, as an individe
ual, i8 truoof the American people. They de
not stop to eonnt pennies—or dollars—when an
act of justice or wholessouled beneticence 18 to
be done, The small-souled creatures, whe
have been doing the secret and underhanded
nibbling at the deed of Ameriean Commercial
Freedom to the suffering Vuerto Ricans, are
traversing the generous instinets and the
spirit of yustice of the American people,

But what would these small Americans have?
Are they afraid of the productive energies of
less than a million tropical people just hailing
their deliverance from centuries of Spanish
domination? It would ba interesting to have &
composite vhotograph of the faces of the men
who seek to thwart the will of the American
peonle, Are they afraid of the two or three
thousand tons of tobacco raised in Puerto
Rico? That tobacco used to reach the United
States via Cuba as Havana tobaceo. Under
commerical freedom it will have to payoup
internal reyenue tax.

Is it the 75,000 tons of sugar the lnlnnder,
raise ~abont 4 per cent, of the consumption
the United States? As to that, we long ago ad-
mitted sugar from the Hawailan Islands withe
out duty befors those 1slands became American
territory. Cane sugar was a domestic produce
tion, yet we aid not shy at admitting it
from Hawaii, _

Parhups it is tha $5,000,000 worth of coff
that atimulates the enemies of Puerto Rico
“pernicions activity.” Hardly. Yet why shoul
weo not take a pride in having 8 moderate J)or-
tion of our coffee consumption produced om
American soil, and welcome it, instoad of paye
ing out an enormous gvm for it to ba largely
expended in Furope? For it (s a well-known
fast that but a moderate percentage of the
money we pay to Brazil for coffes i< spent again
in the Unpited States

And what about the thirty-odd thousand tons
of houey which our friends, the Puerto Riean
bees, annually eollact?  Would it not add &

wrosantly infrequent sweetness to our breake
ast table to have that honey come to us une
trammelled by an internal tariff?

Perhaps it is tropleal fruits which disturbthe
equanimity of some of thess gentlemen? But
will the common jeopls say they ever got fruft
enough, whether oranges, lemons or bananas?
Why is it not a good thing to have a littl
banana belt all our own on Puerto Rican soll
our fast steamers now scour the seas an
bring us bananas fraom many other islands and
from the Contral American consts, We nevap
seam to wet too many of them, and we cere
tainly have no banana industry on any othep
Ameriean sofl to be put in jeopardy )

Ax to oranges and (emona the nose of Florida
prn{.-om just out of the region of snow and fe
and gives us three or four hundred thousan
boxes of oranges perannum.  Onee the people
there were happy in the_production of 4,H600,«
000 boxes, but  tanll  protection withou
climatie protection was unavailing an
Jack Frost reclaimed the peninsala for his
very own. Sonow we must dependon Calie
fornia for 5,000,000 boxes of oranges annually
and 1,000,000 boxes of lemons, all eharged
with a six-thousand-mile round trip by rail.
The amount is far too gmall, and other milliona
of boxes come to us from Sicily and Italy in
the fnterregnum of the California seasons,
Here is the niche for Puerto Rican citrus frait

Jot us welecome her toit,  Let the disecourage

lorida eitrus growers flock to the new Amn erie
can tropical soil!

[u the delightful island of Puerto Rico there
are 1,500 watered valleys! anp_y valleysl
American valleys of the blest! There may
the Floridinn fruit grower be happy and prose
perous again in aclimate where Jack Frost
never shows his hoary face to make the ore
chardist afrald.

But it s further urged that 90 per cent. of
the Puerto Lleans eannot read or write! Well,
what of 1t Would they not hail with joyous
acclaim=have they not already so hailed—the
advent of the sehoolmaster among them? Why
twit them with the results of Spanish misrule—
with the conscquences of the ro,bberx from
them of two-thirds their revenues? A decads
of the American schoolmistress will work
wonders among the younger people, Wtio that
has seen the kindling eyes of the little Italian
children in American schools as they salute the
American banner, the flag of the only country
thut most of them have ever known, can fail to
realize the potentiality of American cltlzonshl.:
inthe totsof any lanmuur and any muntrx ovi
which floats the grand old flag of the free?

You have well said that 'uerto Ricans are as
ready for commereial freadom as they are for
sunshine. The latter they have in glorious
measure: the former It ig ours to bestow. Let
them have it In a roval, whola-souled America
wav! Out upon the penny counters! Le
them @o hide their heads: the American people
are ashamed of them ! .

ot Grorek W, DITHRIDOR

New Yorg, Feb, 22,

Common-Law Marriage.

To ae Epiror or THE Sun—=Sir: Your edle
torial on “Common-Law Marriage” s timely,
since whatever legislation is adopted on the
subject should be well matured and be thore
oughly understood by the publie. The substie
tute for the Weekes bill, suggested by your ede
torial, seems, however, inadequate. While, as
you correctly say, the chief evil of the presens
systom {8 the opportunity afforded for the prese
entation of fraudulent claimas for dower, equal
ovportunity s glven by existing law fop
frauddlent elaims of alleged issue of such mare
riages.

The records of our courts show also numere

ous suits for separation or divorce, or police .

court proceedings to compel support, based
upon alleged common-law marriages, where
the clrcumstances are such as to create e
strong likelthood that the relation of the pare
ties was wholly meretriclous. The tendency
of juries upon a conflict of evidence (8 to bee
lieve the statements of a woman, rather thag
enst upon her the stigma of unchastity, and th,
result ia that a man may 'nd himself boun
for life upon the verdict of a jury based upon
evilence which to another jury would appeag
wholly insufficient, and which s in fuct une
trun, The law itself recognizes a presumption
that the rolations bhetween the parties are
lonl rather than il'egal, andl we thus may be
snid to have, at present, a form of marringe “'by
presumption of lnw,"”

It has Leen the law for over two centurie
that contracts which are not to be performe
within u year must be avidenced by a writing,
The reason for this is that where the right of
uction will not acerue unti! a consiJerable time
alter the alleged contraet, an opportunity foe
suceeasful frand s given, if oral evidence |8 ade
mitted.  The same reason exists in greatep
foree in the case of marringe, where the elaim
may he presented at any time during the lifee
time of the partios, or not until years after the
death of one of them.

It s notonly the man who has become ene
tangled with a deslgning woman who is to be
protected. His lawful wife and her ehildron
may he required upon very doubtful proof,
aided by w presumption of law, to shure with 8
lormer mistress and herchildren the property
and right of surport which 'clong, properls,
exelnsively to them, and to bear the stigma in
the public cye of bigamy and (llegitimucy

Under our existing lnws, mopromise of
fraudulent clatms of this ehoracter is almosg
compulsory, and it ix harlly ton much to say
that blackmall by adventuresses s sanetioned
by lnw,

Tue evil of the projosed logislation is elearn
pointed in the last sentence of your ¢ ditorla

To prohit it non-coremoninl marriages altoe
gether might leave many honest women o
unpleasant poaitions * This, however, (s true
of the existing law. The experience of Penne
syivanin, where o pubiie lirense (s essential to
o marringe, has not indeato] that this evil
counterhbalanees the ool The greate st evyl
I that which allowsany unceriainty as to the

existance of 4 marri b

The Weekes law, . shonld, howe
ever, Le mmpanie ! with suoch nn amendes
ment of the craninal lnw as wiul mnge sedace
tion underany form or proatenes of marringe
not valld at law, equally eriminnl with sedues
tjon under promise of marringe. 10 anything,
the pennlty shovld Yo greanter.

NEw Youg, Feb, 22 Woorsey CARMALT,

Crab Writes,

To tae Forror or Tre Stx—Sir: [ have fuey
reccived a lotter from Crab Alaway, of Oron, Ala
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